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Vision: To empower the community to protect the environment through the law.

Mission: To provide a community legal aid service to provide legal services on 
environmental and related matters to persons whose interests should be 
pursued as a matter of public interest taking into account their financial means.

Values: To address the disempowerment that results from an inability to access legal 
services in relation to the legal services in relation to matters affecting the 
natural and built environment and to promote access to the legal system for 
persons seeking to protect the environment.

Objectives: To provide a community legal service specialising in environmental law for the 
benefit of persons whose interests should be pursued as a matter of public 
interest taking into account their financial means for the Canberra region.

To ensure that the EDO (ACT) is able to operate effectively and is accountable to 
its funding bodies

THE ROLE OF THE EDO (ACT)

The EDO (ACT) has three main functions:
• providing legal advice about environmental law to members of the community and 

community groups interested in preserving the environment;
• undertaking community education about legal issues related to the environment and 

planning;
• researching and making submissions to government about reforms of laws and policies 

affecting the environment.

Specific EDO services to the ACT and regional community include:
• providing legal advice and assistance to people and groups seeking to protect the 

environment;
• presenting environmental law seminars to the community, and presenting individually 

tailored talks to schools and environmental groups;
• providing environment and planning law information to the general public, such as the 

EDO’s legal fact sheets and our the ACT Environmental Law Handbook;
• researching public interest matters in environmental law; and
• promoting laws and law reform that helps to protect the environment including working 

with other ACT community legal centres, indigenous groups and environmental groups 
to make submissions proposing improvements to environment and planning policies 
and laws.



 CHAIR’S REPORT
2007 – 2008 has been a good year for the Environmental Defender’s Office.  After ongoing 
instability in the position of Principal Solicitor we were able to appoint Ms Kirsten Miller to the 
position during the year.  The organisation has stabilised and consolidated since then and the 
committee has subsequently taken decisions to grow the organisation in the short to medium 
term.

Increasing population and its subsequent pressure on the ACT’s unique environment provide 
plenty of “fodder” for the Environmental Defender’s Office.  With the continuing development 
of the ACT, currently most pressingly in the Molongolo region, this shows no sign of abating.  

The work of the organisation continues to be varied and vital with members of the public 
bringing matters as disparate as noise abatement and Indigenous heritage in addition to those 
protecting vegetation and habitat.  Work with the ACT government as its plans new 
developments, reviews legislation and develops new policies can be seen to be preventative or 
early intervention work and the creation of a new policy position in 2008/09 will afford this 
area more emphasis.

As mentioned it’s been a year of consolidation for the EDO.  The committee took the decision at 
the end of the year to release some of the organisation’s hard earned reserves to employ staff 
and develop resources beyond that paid for directly by grants.  Whilst the midst of the global 
financial crisis may seem a strange time to take this step the pressing issues for the 
environment in the ACT mean that if the EDO is to fulfill its vision and mission then this is very 
much the time. 

The EDO is all the stronger for having appointed Kirsten Miller to the position of Principal 
Solicitor during the year.  Indeed it is the strength of this anchor provided by Kirsten and long 
term employee June Weise that persuaded the committee that this is the time to create a new 
position and make the conscious attempt to become a sustainable organisation.

The key issue for the EDO ACT will continue to be viability until we secure ongoing funding 
which recognises the need for a credible threat.  The Federal Government’s formation of a 
Compact with the “voluntary sector” will provide another venue for this conversation which we 
have indeed already begun with the Parliamentary Secretary for Social Inclusion and the 
Voluntary Sector, Senator Ursula Stephens.

Lastly, as always, the work of the EDO relies heavily on the work of volunteers and of paid staff 
above and beyond that for which they are paid.  I would like to record my thanks to the 
members of the committee; those volunteers that have given their time in the EDO office; and 
especially to Kirsten and June.  Without the generosity of these people the ACT would be a 
poorer place.

Kasy Chambers
Chair



PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Overview

2007/08 was a year of change, challenge and promise for the environment and the EDO both 
locally and globally.  The time saw an increased interest by the media, government and the 
community in the immediate challenges facing the environment as a result of factors such as 
global warming and an ever increasing population. 

Locally, the ACT has led the way in introducing a number of important laws which will benefit 
the  environment by encouraging  the take up of  renewable energy through a feed in  tariff 
scheme and encouraging public participation in environmental debate through protecting the 
public  against  SLAPPs  (strategic  litigation  against  public  participation)  suits.  However,  the 
recent ACT State of the Environment Report indicated that the ACT’s use of most resources has 
increased. In particular Canberra’s per capita use of electricity and gas continues to increase 
and Canberra’s total waste has significantly increased. This highlights the significant challenge 
regulators and the community face in addressing environmental issues and highlights the need 
for urgent and continuing action to address these issues. It is not a time for complacency.

A number of proposed major projects in the ACT, such as the proposed development of the 
Molonglo  area  and  the  proposed  construction  of  a  gas  fired  power  station,  have  also 
highlighted the challenges of balancing good environmental outcomes against population and 
economic growth pressures. 

The current complex environmental challenges faced makes the role of the EDO (ACT) even 
more important in assisting the community to understand complex environmental  laws and 
enable  the  community  to  participate  in  the  environmental  decision  making  process  and 
contribute to informed public debate. The challenges also highlight the need for community 
groups, government, and industry to work together to ensure that appropriate protection is 
provided for the environment.

Staff

The EDO (ACT) enjoyed a year of consolidation, with only a short period without a Principal 
Solicitor  in 2007/08.  This  allowed the EDO to increase its  membership  and concentrate  on 
developing  relationships  with  the  community  to  enable  the  organisation  to  continue  to 
effectively deliver legal advice and education services to the ACT community. 

Kirsten Miller was employed as the Principal Solicitor at the end of November 2007 to replace 
Michael Lalor who resigned after a short stay at the EDO. Kirsten works part-time, three days 
per  week.  The  EDO  has  been  very  lucky  to  retain  the  services  of  June  Weise  as  the 
administrator who has continued with the EDO for four years. June is also employed part-time 
for ten hours per week.



While the organisation was unfortunately without the services of a Principal Solicitor for a short 
period between the resignation of Michael Lalor and the commencement of Kirsten Miller, the 
hard work and dedication of June Weise and the Management Committee, ensured that the 
EDO (ACT) continued to fulfill its mission statement of providing pro bono environmental legal 
advice and education to the ACT Community. 

The  EDO  is  grateful  for  Commonwealth  assistance  which  enabled  me  to  continue  my 
professional  development  through  the  attendance  at  a  number  of  environmental  law 
conferences  and  seminars.  The  topics  included  the  law  of  climate  change,  the  state  of 
environmental  assessment  and  the  new  ACT  planning  system.  As  the  legal  landscape  of 
environmental  law  and  policy  continues  to  change  and  evolve  it  is  critical  that  EDO  staff 
continue to keep abreast  of  recent  changes  through professional  development activities  to 
ensure that the EDO can provide the best service to the community. 

Volunteer Assistance

In addition to the volunteer work undertaken by the management committee, the EDO staff 
was greatly  assisted by a host of  generous,  energetic  and skilled volunteers.  In particular  I 
would like to thank Rachael  de Hosson,  Meredith Junor,  Sarah Moulds,  Beau Neilson,  Alex 
Readford and Dave Rowe for their work throughout the year. The contribution of volunteers 
amounts to approximately eleven hours per week on average and enables the EDO to continue 
to provide an important service to the ACT community even with our extremely limited staffing 
resources.

EDO Services

The EDO (ACT), like EDOs nationwide, aims to provide quality legal services to members of the 
community seeking to defend the environment through the law. The EDO does this through 
providing three main services, legal advice, community legal education and law reform. The 
EDO receives the majority of its funding to provide these services through the Commonwealth 
Community Legal Services Program and is grateful to the Commonwealth Government for its 
continued assistance.  The EDO looks forward to the Commonwealth government acting on its 
commitment to remove the current litigation restriction on Commonwealth funds.  This  will 
bring the EDO offices into line with other community legal centres which do not operate under 
the same restriction. It  would enable the EDO (ACT) to assist clients in litigation, subject to 
other priorities and resourcing issues.

Legal Advice and Casework

The  EDO  continued  to  provide  legal  advice  to  individuals  and  community  groups  who 
approached  EDO  for  assistance.  In  2007/08  the  EDO  provided  61  pieces  of  advice  and 
information to the ACT community. This advice and information varied from over the telephone 
advice to detailed written advices. The advice related to a range of subject matters including 
noise, air and water pollution, tree and vegetation protection, environmental impacts and a 



variety of environmental and planning administrative decisions. In addition the EDO opened 
seven new case files and closed eight case files during this period.  

In  particular,  a  number  of  major  projects  proposed  in  the  ACT,  including  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  gas  fired  power  station  near  Macarthur,  the  proposed  expansion  of  the 
Canberra International Airport, the variation to the Territory Plan to enable the redevelopment 
of the Australian Heritage Village site at Watson for residential development, and the proposed 
development  of  the  Molonglo  area  caused significant  community  concern.  The  EDO made 
recommendations to improve aspects of these projects and was able to assist the community in 
understanding the legal processes and requirements for such projects.

Community Legal Education and Community Development Work

Aside from casework, we maintained a busy pace in terms of the production of community legal 
education  materials  during  2007-2008.  The  second  edition  of  the  ACT  Environmental  Law 
Handbook is almost complete thanks to the many hours of dedicated volunteers contributing to 
this publication. The publication of the Handbook has been funded through the Environment 
ACT  grants  scheme.  This  Handbook  is  a  very  useful  tool  for  helping  the  community  to 
understand and use the law to preserve and protect the environment. The publication of a 
second edition of the Handbook will ensure that the Handbook remains a relevant and up to 
date source. It will take into account the many environmental law reforms which have taken 
place since the first edition of the Handbook was published in 2003, including the recent major 
planning scheme changes and the changes to water management legislation. 

The Handbook is written by authors who volunteer their time and expertise. Thank you very 
much to all  the volunteer contributors.  We are also grateful  to  have Amy Land contribute 
through her illustrations. I would also like to particularly thank Anne Rawson for the enormous 
amount of work she has put into editing the Handbook and also to Julia Pitts and Anne for their 
substantial time and effort in coordinating contributions from busy volunteers. The EDO looks 
forward to the launch of the second edition of the Handbook in the coming months.

In addition the EDO has also been greatly assisted by Clare Henderson who is updating the 
numerous fact sheets which the EDO produces. These continue to be an invaluable source of 
information for members of the community seeking to understand ACT environmental laws.

The EDO has also been very grateful to Andrew Lamont for his assistance in redesigning the 
EDO website to ensure that we maintain a relevant and useful tool for users. The update and 
redesign of the website has been made possible through a grant from the ACT Law Society. The 
update and maintenance of online information is a very critical tool in ensuring that the EDO 
maximises the number of  people  it  assists.   The increasing number  of  users,  evidenced by 
website usage figures, highlights the importance of this resource and masks somewhat the true 
figures of clients assisted by EDO (as website usage figures are not included in the reported 
figures for number of clients assisted).



The  EDO  has  also  reintroduced  a  regular  quarterly  newsletter  to  inform  members  and 
interested  parties  of  relevant  environmental  issues  in  the  ACT  and  around  Australia.  The 
feedback from our members indicates that  this  newsletter has been very useful  in keeping 
members informed of recent developments.

2007/08 also saw significant legislative reform in the planning area with a new planning scheme 
coming into effect in the ACT in March 2008. This lead to a number of requests for assistance as 
people  attempted  to  understand  the  new  arrangements  and  the  complex  transitional 
arrangements. Thanks to a grant from the ACT Law Society the EDO intends to continue its 
work in assisting the community in understanding these new planning laws by running a series 
of presentations and workshops to interested community members and groups.

Law Reform and Research

2007/08  saw  a  change  of  Federal  Government  and  the  announcement  of  a  number  of 
significant environmental legislative reforms. The Government’s announcement of an emissions 
trading scheme (since renamed the carbon pollution reduction scheme) and the issuing of the 
Garnaut climate change review interim report in February 2008 were of particular significance. 
This meant a very busy time for the EDO (ACT) and the broader ANEDO network on law reform 
issues. 

At a local level the EDO (ACT) continued its important role of providing suggestions for reform 
to ACT environmental laws. In particular the EDO made submissions in relation to a draft 
Commonwealth/ACT bilateral assessment agreement (which allows the Commonwealth 
Environment Minister to rely on specified ACT environmental impact assessment processes 
when assessing actions under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Act), the Environment Protection Authority’s draft water quality environment protection policy 
and proposed feed in tariff laws.  The EDO was very happy that the final ACT feed in laws 
included measures recommended by the EDO resulting in the passage of the best example of 
feed in laws in Australia.

Conclusion

The EDO ACT looks forward to an exciting year ahead as we continue to build relationships with 
members of the ACT community and local environment groups and focus on the significant 
environmental issues facing the ACT and Australia as a nation.  The EDO will continue to seek 
ways  to expand our funding base to enable the EDO to meet  the unmet demand for  EDO 
services and to enable the EDO to better serve a larger number of people more effectively. The 
EDO (ACT) was extremely pleased that 07/08 saw our membership greatly increase and looks 
forward to increased participation from our members in the coming year.

Kirsten Miller
Principal Solicitor 



TREASURER’S REPORT

One of the fundamental responsibilities of any Management Committee is to monitor the 
financial performance of the organisation. The EDO(ACT) is continually reviewing and improving 
its financial reporting strategies and systems to enable the Committee to make pro-active 
decisions about expenditure of grant and self generated income in line with its strategic 
directions.  Key goals are:

• creating transparency around the true costs of providing services,
• improving the accuracy and timeliness of reporting, and
• providing meaningful information in response to Committee needs.

The 2007/08 financial year generated a deficit of $7,768- a decrease from a surplus of $40,808 
in the 2006/07 financial year. The surplus in 2006/07 was largely due to the fact that the 
EDO(ACT) was without a solicitor for a significant period of time, as well as a grant from the Law 
Society late in the financial year. This year’s deficit can be attributed to a conscious decision by 
the Committee to commit reserves to improving the organisation’s resources to better support 
it’s staff and volunteers in their commitment to defending the environment in the ACT.

The Australian Government provides the EDO(ACT) with its core funding for activities. More 
recently, ACT Law Society funding has allowed the Committee and staff to develop further 
opportunities for the EDO(ACT) to provide environmental services to the ACT community. We 
look forward to continuing our productive relationship with both the Australian Government 
and the ACT Law Society.

We move into 2008/09 with a balanced budget reflecting conservative decisions by the 
Committee. Judicious consideration in the employment of the organisation’s equity, built up 
over many careful years, will continue to be a key concern for the Committee during this period 
of constrained funding.

The Committee and staff are committed to finding new avenues of funding for the EDO(ACT). 
Submissions will continue to be made to governments and relevant organisations for increases 
in recurrent funding for core and dedicated services.

As Treasurer, I would like to express my gratitude for the commitment of our members, 
volunteers and staff, without whose support for the organisation and dedication to defending 
the environment, we could not continue to operate. 

I would like to take this opportunity to particularly thank June Weise, the EDO(ACT) Office 
Administrator, for her dedication and guidance in all things financial over the past year.

Lee Nelson
Treasurer
November 16 2008









































Environmental Defender's Office ACT

       

Balance Sheet 
June 2008

   This Year Last Year $ Difference % Difference
 Assets      
 Current Assets      
 Cheque Account  32,285.96 29,881.27 2,404.69 8.00%
 Petty Cash  100.00 100.00 0.00 0.00%
 Were Cash Trust  66,367.85 37,948.80 28,419.05 74.90%
 Total Current Assets  98,753.81 67,930.07 30,823.74 45.40%
       
 Fixed Assets      
 Office Equipment at Cost  0.00 6,994.80 -6,994.80 -100.00%
 Office Equipment Accum Dep'n  0.00 -6,994.80 6,994.80 100.00%

 Total Office Equipment  0.00 0.00 0.00 NA
       
 Computer Equipment Original 

Co
 15,252.31 11,782.31 3,470.00 29.50%

 Computer Equipment Accum 
Dep'n

 -12,357.39 -11,782.31 -575.08 -4.90%

 Total Computer Equipment  2,894.92 0.00 2,894.92 NA

 Total Fixed Assets  2,894.92 0.00 2,894.92 NA
       
 Total Assets  101,648.73 67,930.07 33,718.66 49.60%
       
 Liabilities      

 Current Liabilities      
 Accruals  0.00 308.00 -308.00 -100.00%
 Liability Rec Leave -Solicitor  1,603.47 1,648.06 -44.59 -2.70%
 Liability Rec leave  Admin  1,996.70 1,157.04 839.66 72.60%
 Total Provision For Annual 

Leave
 3,600.17 2,805.10 795.07 28.30%

 Grant in Advance **** 41,000.00 0.00 41,000.00 NA
 PAYG EDO Staff  0.88 0.29 0.59 203.40%
 GST Liability  -2.30 -1.59 -0.71 -44.70%
       
 Total Current Liabilities  44,598.75 3,111.80 41,486.95 1333.20%
 Total Liabilities  44,598.75 3,111.80 41,486.95 1333.20%
       
 Net Assets  57,049.98 64,818.27 -7,768.29 -12.00%
       
 Equity      
 Retained Earnings  64,526.33 23,718.83 40,807.50 172.00%
 Current Year Earnings  -7,768.29 40,807.50 -48,575.79 -119.00%
 Historical Balancing  291.94 291.94 0.00 0.00%
 Total Equity  57,049.98 64,818.27 -7,768.29 -12.00%

       



Note ****
Grant in Advance consists of 10,000.00 ACT Law Society

11,000.00 ACT Government
20,000.00 Attorney General's Department


